Since the age of 12, I have been building
miniature-sized
jeeps,
bulldozers,
and
helicopters from plastic, iron, and other scraps
that I find in my village. While in real life,
these vehicles represent the oppressive Israeli
occupation, in my work, I render them back into
a constructive element that can be appreciated
again for their positive use.

Black Hawk helicopter, 2010
This helicopter was built over four days as
a companion to the first one. It was also
built with a bucket, which I took from my
mother. She put up a fight, but in the end
she gave in. I used coca cola bottles for the
windows of the helicopter and wires to hold
everything together. The propeller is made
from a small toy with a small turbine that
was discarded by my neighbors.

Super stallion helicopter, 2010
This piece was inspired by helicopters flying above Umm al-Khayr
and practicing in the area. This piece was made from a plastic bucket
that I found while crossing the valley near my home. The helicopter
passed above at the same time as if there was a connection between
it and the bucket. In making the helicopter, I found pictures on the
internet, and I thought about how they are fast, how they can save
you, and about their role in war.

John Deere Tractor, 2010
I once saw a film about the John Deere Tractors, and
how they helped to advance the world. I also used to
work in Ofakim, Israel, on a potato picker, pulled by a
John Deere tractor. I worked there day and night until I
was caught by policemen for working without a proper
Israeli work permit and was sent home. I built this
tractor in the nearby village of Susiya. People came
to watch me as I worked – men, women, and children.
I enjoyed their support and curiosity very much.
This piece is built from a piece of iron that was thrown
next to the house as garbage. I took it and cut it and
added green plastic, the body of the tractor, which
somebody brought me from Tel Aviv. The wheels are
built from a plastic tube, and I used plastic beverage
bottles for the windows. All the pieces are attached
by iron wires.

Wheel Loader Caterpillar Tractor, 2010
The tractor was built during the Muslim month of
Ramadan when the heat, hunger, and thirst make it
impossible to do anything.

Most Palestinians think

Caterpillar tractors are death machines. I asked myself
why they blamed this machine, when after all it is the
person who renders the machine good or bad. I drew
sketches of this tractor on large rocks and on paper. I
may have seen one once or twice in my life, but really I
remember seeing it on the internet. I thought carefully
about how to build it correctly. I like these tractors,
how they move, their size… This tractor is made from
sawed iron pieces. I requested the iron scrap from
somebody in my village, who told me I was crazy and
could take the scraps. It was difficult to cut the iron as
my tools were not good enough. I felt this tractor in my
body and my soul.
The tractor took a month to build. The most difficult part
was making the plow that picks everything up. The
wheels were also difficult to make. I made them from
foam board used to make the walls in the nearby Israeli
settlement of Carmel. The foam board flew in the wind
to Umm al-Khayr’s wadi (valley) where I collected it
for the wheels. I cut the wheels according to a plastic
circle and heated up iron rods to make holes. I used
twisted wire to shape the form board and to make the
grooves of the wheel.
When I find something I can use for my art, I am very
happy, as if I found gold or something expensive. My
art is my channel for coping with the hardships of life in
the South Hebron Hills and under occupation.

1

1 week work plastic
2

1 week work plastic

Eid would like to sell his artwork, for himself and
his family to have an income, and hopefully one
day to be able to study art or create a workshop.
He is inviting people to order model vehicles
based on his reality living in the occupied
territories, as well as other places he has been
inspired by.

to place a price on these works of art, but the Saaheb Collective:
price of the models suggested here are based saahebcollective@gmail.com
on how long they take Eid to create them.
The Villages Group:
villagesgroup1@gmail.com
One week: £60
Two weeks: £100
You can also contact Eid directly but his internet
access is very limited
Three weeks: £140
Eid: eidsul@gmail.com

It takes between one and three weeks to make
each model, depending on its complexity and
from the moment he finds the materials needed.
Most of the materials are scrap pieces found by
Eid in his home village Um el Khayr. It is difficult

These prices do not include postage, which will
depend on the delivery address.
If you are interested in ordering any of the
vehicles, please send an email to the following
address:

Please tell us the number of the vehicle you
would like, and then we will arrange payment
and delivery. If you have ideas for vehicles
which are not listed here, Eid would also be
happy to consider creating different models on
request.
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